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A dedicated teacher for 32 years, Mary

Hedges of the School Town of Highland is a
role model, inspiration and an outstanding pro-
fessional. Mary is a wonderful caring teacher
who frequently creates hands-on lessons for
her students. She is always ready to listen to
others. Mary is very active in the School Cor-
poration. She is an officer of the PTO, sits on
the Science Curriculum Committee and the
Textbook Committee, and helps with the Per-
formance Based Assessment.

Judy Seehausen began her teaching career
in 1974 in Columbus, Georgia, and is currently
employed in the Lake Central School Corpora-
tion in St. John, Indiana. When Judy and her
family moved to Indiana, she taught at Kahler
Middle School. In 1979, Judy earned a life li-
cense in English, Guidance and Counseling
and began working as a counselor at the high
school. Judy returns to the classroom every
summer to teach English, maintaining her
teacher-student perspective. Teachers turn to
Judy as their strongest advocate and her
peers describe her as an outstanding and
dedicated professional. She is a diplomat, cre-
ative problem solver and a mediator for all.

As a professional educator during her thirty
years of service to the School Town of Mun-
ster, Sandra Baker has been a valuable asset.
Sandra is a leader in civic education, and has
led her classes to superior rankings in the re-
gional and state ‘‘We the People’’ constitu-
tional hearings for eight consecutive years. In
1995, the American Lawyers Auxiliary named
Sandra ‘‘Elementary Teacher of the Year.’’ For
the past 15 years, she has taught a full-time
magnet class for academically talented 5th
graders. Sandra’s greatest desire is to leave a
positive mark on the world through her work
with children.

Pat Reyes from North Newton School Cor-
poration in Morocco, Indiana, has been a third
grade teacher at Lincoln Elementary School
for twenty-six years. Pat is conscientious
about having her students meet the standards
expected of them, but she also gets involved
in many extracurricular activities. For example,
Pat works with the National Arbor Day Foun-
dation in order to involve the school in an an-
nual tree planting ceremony. She also is in-
strumental in coordinating special observances
such as Read Across America Day, Grand-
parents’ Day and PTA sponsored events. Pat
is a continuous source of enthusiasm for her
student and others.

Pat Nemeth’s high school teaching career is
coming to a close as she nears a well-de-
served retirement. Pat has taught at North
Newton High School, Hanover Central High
School, and for 24 years at Lowell High
School. In addition to teaching business
courses in the Tri-Creek School Corporation,
she also teaches courses at Davenport Uni-
versity. Pat is the past recipient of the Inland-
Ryerson Steel Outstanding Teacher Award, I
wish Pat a long, happy, and healthy retire-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending
these outstanding educators on their receipt of
the 2000–2001 Crystal Apple Award. The
years of hard work they have put forth in
shaping the minds and futures of Northwest
Indiana’s young people is a true inspiration to
us all.

FALLEN HERO SURVIVOR BENEFIT
FAIRNESS ACT OF 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. SILVESTRE REYES
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2001
Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in

support of H.R. 1727, the Fallen Hero Survivor
Benefit Fairness Act. This bill would allow a
necessary extension of tax free benefits to the
survivors of law enforcement and public safety
officers killed in the line of duty before Decem-
ber 31, 1996. This bill provides all families of
deceased public safety officers the opportunity
to receive an exclusion from the income accu-
mulated from any survivor annuity granted on
account of the death of a public safety officer
killed in the line of duty. This legislation will
help the families who have endured the loss of
their safety officer family member.

Currently, 1.2 million men and women serve
as firefighters or emergency medical techni-
cians. Every year, our country can expect to
lose over 100 men and women who bravely
provide our communities with these essential
public safety services. In 1999, the strong line
held by our police and law enforcement agen-
cies thinned by 134 officers killed in the line of
duty. Many of these individuals left behind
mothers, fathers, brothers, and sisters, wives,
husbands, sons and daughters to carry out
legacies and lives without their beloved peace
officers and safety officials. The families of our
deceased public safety officers deserve to
continue their lives as free from unnecessary
obligation as possible.

Law enforcement officers, their family and
friends living in my district of El Paso, Texas
will soon hold the El Paso Police Memorial
Service in remembrance of police officers
killed in the line of duty. This service will be
held tomorrow, and will honor officers who
have served El Paso and El Paso County from
the late 19th century to the present. Officers of
all description will be honored, such as Detec-
tive Charles Heinrich who died from a gunshot
would to the head in 1985, two years after
being shot by a perpetrator; Detective Norman
Montion who was killed during a massive gun-
fight in October of 1989; and Officer Ernesto
Serna, a Persian Gulf war veteran working off
duty security who was fatally shot in Novem-
ber of 1991. They all served proudly and hon-
orably in the face of danger. With the passage
of this bill, their families may enjoy compensa-
tion without burdensome taxation.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1727 allows our country
to lend assistance to families who have faced
loss for the sake of public safety. We should
approve this legislation as a tribute to the
service of public safety officers, the lives that
they save and protect, and the families who
survive them.

f

TRIBUTE TO MISSOURI INDUSTRY
OF THE YEAR—SCHOLASTIC IN-
CORPORATED

HON. IKE SKELTON
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2001
Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it is with pride

that I announce that Scholastic Incorporated,

of Jefferson City, Missouri, has been named
Missouri Industry of the Year. Scholastic is
Jefferson City’s largest private employer.

Scholastic, which ships paperback books to
students throughout the nation, was recog-
nized at Missouri Industry Day. Missouri In-
dustry Day was designed to help young peo-
ple, legislators and the general public become
more aware of the role of business and indus-
try in Missouri’s state economy. Criteria for the
award include use of company resources to
contribute to a municipality where the com-
pany is located, showing entrepreneurial spirit
in the community and providing innovative
leadership relating to products or services.

Scholastic excelled in all of these areas.
They created an additional 1500 new jobs in
Missouri, employing a total of 3000 Missou-
rians. Scholastic offered on-site training pro-
grams for employees including English As a
Second Language, GED classes and com-
puter application classes. Scholastic employ-
ees are also eligible for 50 percent tuition re-
imbursement for post-high school education.
Employees of Scholastic are involved in locals
Chambers of Commerce, March of Dimes,
United Way and other organizations.

Scholastic and the Missouri General Assem-
bly collaborated for the ‘‘Missouri Reads’’ pro-
gram. An initiative where legislators read to
students and the students receive a free copy
of the book. So far Scholastic has donated
over 80,000 to Missouri’s children.

Mr. Speaker, Scholastic Inc., of Jefferson
City, Missouri, has been an example to indus-
try throughout Missouri and the Nation. I wish
Scholastic and its employees all the best in
the days ahead. I am certain that the Mem-
bers of the House will join me in congratu-
lating such a fine company.

f

28TH ANNUAL PASADENA, TEXAS,
STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL HONORS
COUNCILMAN GENE (IGGY)
GARISON

HON. KEN BENTSEN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2001
Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-

nize my friend and constituent, Councilman
Gene (Iggy) Garison of Pasadena, TX. The
28th Annual Pasadena Strawberry Festival
which takes place from May 18 through May
20, 2001, will honor Councilman Garison by
making him Honorary Grand Marshal of the
parade and dedicating the festival to him. In
his honor a special monument is being con-
structed at the Pasadena Fairgrounds for dis-
play at the Festival and feature a history of his
many accomplishments.

Gene was born in the city of Houston and
graduated from Stephen F. Austin High
School. He attended the University of Houston
while working construction as a Member of
Hodd Carriers Local and Carpenters Local. He
also worked as a deep-sea diver in Texas and
Louisiana. He served in the Air Force and Air
National Guard before joining the Pasadena
Police Department in 1966. While on the
Pasadena Police Force he was also a Pasa-
dena Volunteer Fireman. He started several
local businesses, becoming President/CEO of
Emergency Safety Products in 1982.

In 1992, Gene was elected Councilman for
District D. He will leave this position on June
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